FRJC

The Foundation for Remote Jewish Communities
presents

2017 EXOTIC FAR EAST
through Jewish eyes™

Jan 11~23 India My 2nd Home escorted by Prof. Nathan Katz
visiting Mumbai, Kochi, Kolkata, Delhi & Agra
Jul 3~17 Pepper Silk & Yangtze escorted by Rabbi Marvin Tokayer
visiting Kyoto, Tokyo, Beijing, Xian and Shanghai incl. a magnificent cruise on the Yangtze River

INDIA MY 2ND HOME 2017

Jan 15, Sun

Deluxe kosher tour Jan 11 ~ 23 visiting Mumbai,
Kochi, Kolkata, Delhi & Agra.
Escorted by
Prof. Nathan Katz & Ellen Goldberg
India is known for its antiquity and modern high-tech.
Spirituality and Bollywood swagger. Bustling cities and
bucolic villages. A cultural kaleidoscope that’s the world’s
largest democracy. But what’s typically not known is India’s
long history as one of the most hospitable homes in the Jewish
diaspora. For centuries, Jews have found a haven in which their
traditions flourished. So too, they’ve been among India’s great
mystics, served as mayors in major cities, and produced the
country’s greatest military hero, as well as its most celebrated
English-language poet. Tour this fascinating land with the
world’s leading authority on Indian Jewish life. Visit many
“must-see” sights. Savor tastes you’ve never-before tried. Be
transported back in time to a place that’s out of this world.

ITINERARY
Jan 11, Wed

Arrival in Mumbai (Bombay)

Arrival this evening. You will be met and transfered to the
Taj Mahal Tower. Namaste: Welcome to India.

Fly to Kochi (Cochin)

Jan 16, Mon

Rural Kerala

Elephanta Island

B,D

Your first morning in India! After a leisurely brunch and
orientation at the hotel, travel by chartered boat from the
Gateway of India to Elephanta Island where you will learn the
origins of Hinduism and Hindu mythology embodied by rockcut temples dating from the 5th century. Dinner at a popular
vegetarian restaurant.

Fly to Kolkata (Calcutta)

Mumbai

B,L,D

See Mumbai’s Jewish life – both the historic 19th century Indian
synagogues, Magen David and Tifaereth Israel – and the Chabad
Center, recently reopened after the tragic events of 2008. Our
city tour will also include major sights such as Flora Fountain,
Rajabai Clock Tower, Chatrapati Shivaji Terminus (formerly
Victoria Terminus Station), and the unique Dhobi Ghat, world's
largest open-air laundry. This evening, Shabbat Services and
Dinner nearby at the 19th century Knesseth Eliyahoo Synagogue.
Shabbat Shalom.

Jan 14, Sat

Shabbat in Mumbai

B,(L),D

Fly to the city of Kolkata, once the capital of British India and
filled with charismatic Raj-era architecture, fascinating street
life, lovely parks, and rich intellectual and artistic traditions.
Accommodations at the Oberoi Grand Hotel, followed by
dinner and a cultural program.

Jan 18, Wed

Kolkata

B,L,D

From the late 18 to the mid 20 century, Kolkata had a
thriving Jewish community that played a key role in the city’s
development, built synagogues and schools, and thoroughly
integrated into the fabric of society. Get an insider's view from
Dr. Jael Silliman, a Kolkata Jew educated and taught in the U.S.,
who returned to Kolkata to document Jewish life. She will offer
a private tour of the city's first synagogue, Neveh Shalome,
and the beautiful Magen David Synagogue. You will tour the
colorful Pareshnath Jain Temple, set amid peaceful gardens, and
meet with Jain leaders to learn about this religious tradition.
Our group is invited for dinner at the home of a member of the
Kolkata Jewish community.
th

Jan 13, Fri

B,L,D

Go back in time to explore Muziris, the name the ancient
Romans gave to this area. There, Jewish life once thrived, with
synagogues that are among the oldest in the region and recently
restored to their former glory. Visit the splendid 18th century
Paliam Nalukettu, residence of the Hindu prime ministers
where women ruled. Our journey continues with a cruise on
Kerala's scenic backwaters where you’re sure to see fishermen
and cargo boats transporting goods as they have for centuries,
and traditional village life. Dinner followed by Kathakali dance
performance, unique to this part of India.

Jan 17, Tue
Jan 12, Thu

B,L,D

Fly to the coastal city of Kochi, one of the happiest chapters
of the Jewish Diaspora. Kochi is history! You will visit India’s
oldest Catholic church, built by Vasco da Gama in 1503, and
walk through the 16th century Mattancherry Palace of the Raja
of Kochi who granted Jews land to build their synagogue next
to his Hindu temple. The beautiful Paradesi Synagogue, built in
1568, boasts a Hebrew clock tower, a jewel-encrusted gold Torah
crown gifted by a maharajah, and the original copper plates that
established Jewish autonomy in the 11th century. Mail a postcard
from Jew Town – it’ll be imprinted with a Star of David! Then
explore Fort Cochin where you'll see the bustling harbor, openair market and ancient Chinese fishing nets, still in use today.
Accommodations at Vivanta-by-Taj Malabar Hotel.

th

B,L,D

Shabbat services and lunch at the synagogue. This afternoon,
join an optional walking tour to the historic David Sassoon
Library and the fabulous CSMVS (formerly Prince of Wales)
Museum, boasting a world-class art and history collection. This
evening, dinner at the Joint Distribution Committee/Evelyn
Peters JCC, where you'll have the opportunity to learn more
about Mumbai's Jewish community.

Kolkata

Jan 19, Thu

Fly to New Delhi

B,L,D

Welcome to the political and administrative center of the world’s
largest democracy. Delhi is steeped in history with millenniaold architecture, temples and monuments, while also exuding
a ‘New India’ vibe with its modern metro system and megamalls. You will take a New and Old Delhi city tour that includes
visits to the Gandhi memorial, a Tibetan Buddhist temple where
Prof. Katz will speak about the Dalai Lama’s “Jewish secret,” the
12th century Qutab Minar, and the 17th century Red Fort. Take a
rickshaw ride through the teeming, narrow lanes of the old city
where you’ll see the 17th century Jama Masjid and the tomb of
Sarmad, a Jewish saint. Check-in to the Taj Mahal Hotel.

Jan 20, Fri

Delhi

B,L,D

New Delhi was built in the first part of the 20th century as the
capital of British India and houses many fine examples of Rajera architecture. You’ll see such superb examples as India Gate,
Parliament House, the Secretariat Complex, the Rajpath (also
known as King’s Way), and Rastrapathi Bhawan (formerly the
Viceroy’s House, now the President’s residence). You will then
tour the lavishly decorated Swaminarayan Hindu Temple, on
which more than 11,000 artisans worked. Shabbat Services and
Dinner at Judah Hyam Synagogue, within a short walking
distance of the hotel.

Jan 21, Sat

Shabbat in Delhi

PEPPER SILK & YANGTZE 2017
Japan & China through Jewish eyes™

Deluxe kosher tour July 3~17 visiting Kyoto,
Tokyo, Beijing, Xian & Shanghai featuring a
Victoria cruise on the Yangtze River.
Escorted by
Rabbi Marvin Tokayer
In the literature of the Holocaust, the amazing story of
European Jews who fled across the world to a haven in the Far
East is virtually unknown. The Jewish experience in the Far East
is astonishing. Visit the sites where the lives of tens of thousands
of Jews were saved during World War II. See a Shinto priest
wearing a tallis, and hear an award-winning Japanese choir that
will perform a private concert, in Hebrew and Yiddish! Walk the
glittering Shanghai waterfront and visit historic Ohel Moishe
Synagogue and Museum. Stand on the amazing 3,000 mile-long
Great Wall and marvel at the life-size terra cotta army, complete
with warriors, horses and chariots – truly one of the “wonders
of the ancient world.” And visit historic Kyoto and see the
mysterious "Well of Israel", considered by many to be the site of
one of the Lost Tribes of Israel.

ITINERARY

B,L,D

Shabbat Shalom. Optional walking tour through Lodi Gardens,
a nearby city park with lush grounds dotted with ancient
Mughal mausoleums that make a walk in the park like no other.
After Shabbat, we’ll go to the popular Khan Market to browse
and shop its upscale boutiques and shops, then enjoy a group
vegetarian dinner at one of its trendy restaurants.

Jan 22, Sun
Sun Drive to Agra
B,L,D
Board your private coach to Agra this morning. After
lunch at the charming Zorba the Buddha Café, visit the 16th
century Fatehpur Sikri, the ghost city of palaces boasting
magnificent desert architecture. Dinner followed by a cultural
performance. Overnight at the ITC Mughal Hotel.
Jan 23, Mon
Agra ~ New Delhi~Departure
B,L,D
Fittingly begin your last day in India with a sunrise visit to
the iconic Taj Mahal. Built by Shah Jahan in the 17th century,
there is an unknown Jewish connection to the Taj, and you
will learn of the Jewish influence during the Moghul period
in India. From there, you’ll visit fantastic Agra Fort, a fortress
built of red sandstone in the 16th century by Emperor Akbar.
This afternoon, return to Delhi for a festive farewell dinner
where Prof. Katz will summarize the Jewish experience in
India. After dinner, transfer to the airport for departure.

B = breakfast L = lunch D = dinner ( ) = inflight

Jul 3, Mon

Arrival in Japan

Upon arrival in Osaka, you will be met and transferred to the
Nikko Princess Hotel. Welcome to Japan.

Jul 4, Tue

Kyoto

B,L,D

This traditional capital of Japan, with its magnificent original
gardens, temples, and shrines, has remained beautifully
preserved. We will visit the major sights of Kyoto including
its magnificent original gardens, the Shogun’s Palace with its
intriguing “nightingale floor”, the breathtaking Golden Pavilion,
Temple of 1000 Buddhas that will serve as your introduction
to the world of Buddhism, imposing Heian Shinto Shrine &
Garden, and an ancient well bearing the inscription “Well of
Israel”. This evening, at the Beit Shalom, we will be hosted to a
memorable private concert and dinner by the world-renowned
Japanese Hebrew Choir.

Golden Pavilion, Kyoto

Jul 5, Wed

Kyoto – bullet train to Tokyo

Victoria Jenna, Yangtze River

B,L,D

Visit the exotic and unique outdoor food market before boarding
the 200-mph “bullet train” to Tokyo. Upon arrival, we transfer
to the Hotel New Otani. At dinner, Rabbi Tokayer will speak of
the role that Japan played in the saving of 20,000 Jews during
the Holocaust.

Jul 6, Thu

Tokyo - fly to Beijing

B,L,(D)

Tokyo, Japan’s modern capital, is a bustling metropolis where
traditional Japanese culture and religion live side by side with
21st century architecture and technology. At the Imperial Palace,
we will learn of the special relationship of Japan’s Imperial
Family with the Jewish people. Highlights also include Meiji
Shinto Shrine and the Asakusa Buddhist Temple and market,
and the famous Ginza, Tokyo’s glittering “5th Avenue”. Then it’s
“sayonara” as you board your flight to Beijing. Upon arrival,
transfer to the Beijing Capital Hotel.

Jul 7, Fri

Beijing

B,L,D

Rabbi Tokayer will introduce the history of Jews in China (“The
Middle Kingdom”). We’ll visit Tiananmen Square, the largest
public square in the world, and tour the magnificent Forbidden
City (the former Imperial Palace, as seen in the film “The Last
Emperor”). Visit the picturesque Summer Palace including a
refreshing boat ride on the placid artificial lake where you will
feel like an emperor (or empress). Shabbat Services and Dinner
at the hotel, catered by Chabad. Shabbat Shalom.

Jul 8, Sat

Shabbat in Beijing

B,L,D

Shabbat Shalom. Shabbat services and meals at the hotel and
Rabbi Tokayer will discuss the Jewish experience in China.
Afternoon leisurely walking tour to nearby parks and gardens
including a traditional Chinese “hutong.”

Jul 9, Sun

Great Wall ~ Bullet Train to Xian

Jul 13, Thu

Shanghai

B,L,D

Disembark. Visit The Three Gorges Dam, the world's largest
engineering accomplishment, before your brief flight to
Shanghai. Drive along the world-famous Bund with its elegant
European architecture enroute to the Hongqiao Guest House.

Jul 14, Fri

Shanghai

B,L,D

The Jewish experience in China is most evident in Shanghai,
China’s largest and most important cultural, industrial and
commercial city. Former headquarters of the “Rothschilds of the
East” – the Sassoon, Kadoorie and Hardoon families – Shanghai
was also home to some 20,000 European Jewish refugees during
World War II. Visit the former Jewish ghetto and Ohel Moshe
synagogue that is now an exceptional Jewish museum, and the
historic monument to the refugees who survived the Holocaust
in Shanghai. And attend a special presentation at the Center for
Jewish Studies. Shabbat Services and Dinner at the synagogue
within close walking distance of the hotel.

Jul 15, Sat

Shabbat in Shanghai

B,L,D

Shabbat Shalom. At lunch, we will meet members of the Shanghai
Jewish community. This evening, enjoy a night tour to glittering
Nanjing Road and the Xintiandi entertainment district.

B,L,D

Join Rabbi Tokayer for sunrise tai chi exercises in the park
(optional) before departing for the Great Wall of China. See,
climb and take a photo on one of the “7 Wonders of the World”.
Evening bullet train to Xian, gateway to the Silk Road. Overnight
at the Shangri-La.

Jul 10, Mon

Xian ~ fly to Chongqing

B,L,D

Founded on the Silk Road, Xian was the capital for 11 dynasties
and the largest city of the ancient world. Xian is most noted for
the discovery of a virtual army of life-size terra cotta warriors,
horses and chariots dating from the 1st dynasty, considered one of
the wonders of the ancient world. Walk on the ancient City Walls
and see the historic pagoda where Buddhism was introduced
to China. Visit the magnificent Silk Road Museum that houses
unbelievable antiquities including Jewish artifacts and figurines
from 1300 years ago. This evening, we’ll fly to Chongqing and
board our Yangtze River cruiseship, Victoria Jenna.

Jul 11-12

Cruising the Yangtze River

Jul 16, Sun

Shanghai

B,L,D

Visit the spectacular Shanghai Museum with its vast collection
of exquisite art and antiquities. Since Shanghai is also a
"shopper's paradise," we’ll have an opportunity to shop for fine
silks, cashmeres, carpets and assorted tchatchkas. Afternoon
free to explore the city at leisure. At an elegant farewell dinner,
Rabbi Tokayer will summarize the Jewish experience in the
Far East. Accomodations at Regal Int'l East Asia Hotel, in the
French Concession.

B,L,D

Enjoy delicious Chinese delicacies as you cruise the Yangtze River
in your Executive Suite. A daily shore excursion is included.

Jul 17, Mon

Bon voyage - ee lu shun fung

Transfer to Shanghai's Pudong Int'l Airport for departure.

B

Rabbi
Marvin Tokayer

Distinguished Professor,
Emeritus, at Florida Int'l
University, author of 15 books
incl. The Last Jews of Cochin,
and winner of four Fulbright
awards for his research and
teaching in South Asia where
he has lived for 7 years.

One of the foremost authorities
on the Jewish experience in the
Far East, Rabbi Marvin Tokayer
is author of The Fugu Plan, the
untold story of the Japanese and
Jews during WWII, and Pepper,
Silk & Ivory, Amazing Stories
about Jews & the Far East.

INDIA MY 2ND HOME 2017
Complete land cost, fully escorted
$7,195 p.p. double occupancy
incl.$900 tax deductible donation
Single Supplement: $2,640

PEPPER SILK & YANGTZE 2017
Complete land cost, fully escorted
$7,488 p.p. double occupancy
incl.$900 tax deductible donation
Single Supplement: $2,395

All this is Included

All this is Included

• deluxe 5-star hotels, double occupancy
• all meals (hotel buffet breakfast plus lunch & dinner daily)
• comprehensive sightseeing via chartered air-conditioned
coach with English-speaking guides plus services of a tour escort
throughout India
• airport transfers on Jan 11 and Jan 23
• domestic transportation in India (planes, boats)
• meetings with the Jewish communities of Mumbai, Cochin, Kolkata
and Delhi
• porterage of 1 piece of luggage per person
• all gratuities for guides, drivers, hotels and restaurants
• guidebook, luggage tags, and more

• deluxe 5-star hotels, double occupancy
• Executive Suite onboard Victoria Jenna, double occupancy
• all meals (hotel buffet breakfast plus lunch & dinner daily incl.
sumptuous banquets on the Yangtze cruise)
• comprehensive sightseeing and shore excursions via chartered airconditioned coach with English-speaking guides plus services of a tour
escort throughout China
• airport transfers on Jul 3 and Jul 17
• domestic transportation in China (planes, trains, boats)
• meetings with Jewish communities of Kyoto, Tokyo, Beijing, Shanghai
• porterage of 1 piece of luggage per person
• all gratuities for guides, drivers, hotels and restaurants
• guidebook, luggage tags, and more

Not included: international flight to Mumbai and departure from Delhi; passport & visa fees;
items not on the table d'hote menus; phone/fax/internet; laundry/dry cleaning; purchases from
inroom minibar; and items of a personal nature.

Not included: international flight to Osaka Itami, Narita to Beijing and departure from Shanghai;
passport & visa fees; items not on the table d'hote menus; phone/fax/internet; laundry/dry cleaning;
purchases from inroom minibar; and items of a personal nature.

To Join:

Some Comments from Past Travelers

1. Call, email or see your travel agent, or call
Pacific Delight Tours (800)221-7179.
2. Mail a photocopy of your passport together with 2 checks:
$900 p.p. tax deductible donation payable to FRJC and
$900 p.p. payable to Your Travel Agent.
3. You will receive a confirmation kit including travel insurance
application, visa instructions and a tax receipt

"I must tell you how much we enjoyed your tour. We were stimulated and
inspired constantly by what we saw and experienced and learned.The
logistics were handled wondrously."
– Sally & Arthur D., Chicago, Il

About FRJC:
The Foundation for Remote Jewish Communities is a 501(c)3
not-for-profit public charity founded in 2003 and dedicated to
preserving and promoting the endangered Jewish communities
on the periphery of the Diaspora. Your tax deductible donation
(included in the tour cost) will join the nearly $1 Million in
support of the Jewish communities in Cambodia, China, India,
Japan, Myanmar (Burma), and Vietnam. www.frjc.org

"Thank you for giving me one of the most enlightening journeys of my life."
– Noreen K, New Rochelle, NY
"Outstanding lecturers as well as the excellent accommodations, tours and
kosher cuisine all contributed to these memorable vacations."
– Blanche & Neil S., Mission Hills, KS
"It was a great trip. You made it a people experience."
– Diane & Melvin G., Los Gatos, CA
"You added a real Jewish dimension with your historical insight... a rare
opportunity..."
– Hannah & Len K., Buffalo, NY
"Thank you for designing such a fascinating and informative experience. It
was most worthwhile, and one could never have arranged such a tour on
his own."
– Rhoda & Lee G., Miami Beach, FL

E arly B ird D isco u nt ~ S a v e $ 1 8 0 per person
India My 2nd Home: deposit by July 11, 2016

Pepper Silk & Yangtze: deposit by Dec 3, 2016

Book early for best availability and cabin selection.

© George Kalinsky

Professor
Nathan Katz

For Reservations, contact:

or Pacific Delight Tours (800) 221-7179

Special Early Bird Discount (Details Inside)

Taj Vivanta Malabar, Cochin

New Otani, Tokyo

Nikko Princess, Kyoto

Beijing Capital, Beijing

Taj Towers, Mumbai

Taj Mahal, New Delhi

Shangri-La, Xian

Hongqiao Guest House, Shanghai

Terms & Conditions
Air transportation via scheduled IATA airlines, on economy-class group fare basis.
Accommodations including all hotel taxes and service charges, double occupancy basis, at hotels listed or similar.
Meals are special buffet breakfast at the hotels, plus lunch and dinner daily - on table d’hote group menu basis.
Sightseeing and special events via chartered air-conditioned coach with English-speaking guides, including entrance fees.
Transfers between airports and hotels on arrival and departure days incl. representative to meet and assist.
Visa: a tourist visa for India and China are required for US and Canadian citizens; complete instructions on applying for your visa will be provided with confirmation.
Reservations: the donation of $900 p.p. plus a deposit of $900 per person (total $1,800 p.p.) is due on registration; a 2nd deposit of $1,100 p.p. is due 180 days prior to departure;
balance is due on or before 90 days prior to departure. International airline tickets, if required, must be ticketed within 48 hours of reservation. Airfares are not guaranteed
until the tickets are issued. The tour is based on cash pricing; a credit card service charge will apply for payment by credit card for anything other than international air tickets.
Cancellations and refunds: the deposit is non-refundable; for cancellations received between 180 and 90 days before departure, an additional $1,100 p.p. charge applies; within
90 days, the land portion is not refundable; there may be a penalty on the air portion, as well. Cancellation charges cover non-refundable expenses incurred on behalf of the
participant and the group, and help protect tour fares for the remaining participants. No refund or credit for early withdrawal. Cancellation insurance is highly recommended.
Insurance application will be provided with confirmation.
Responsibility: Pacific Delight Tours, The Foundation for Remote Jewish Communities, Inc.and/or associated companies (the Organizers) give notice that all tickets issued
by them and all arrangements for transport, accommodations and meals, are made by them as agents for the tour participant upon the express condition that they shall not
be held liable for any injury, damage, loss, accident, delay or irregularity which may be occasioned by reason of any defect of any vehicle or through the acts of any company
or person engaged in conveying the passengers herewith, or of any hotel/ ship proprietor or employees. Itineraries and fares may be affected by changes in air services of the
various countries. The right is reserved to withdraw any feature announced in this program and to make such alterations in the itinerary as may be found desirable for the
convenience and proper carrying out of the tour. The right is reserved to decline, accept or retain any person as a member of the tour. Guest speakers are subject to professional
commitments. The Organizers accept no responsibility for losses or additional expenses due to delays or changes in schedules, sickness, weather, strikes, war, quarantine or
other causes. All fares shown are based on tariffs and exchanges rates in effect at time of printing and subject to change. The carriers are not to be held responsible for any
act, omission or event during the time passengers are not on their respective conveyances. The passenger ticket shall constitute the sole contract between the carriers and the
purchaser or passenger.
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